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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE LIBRARY 
OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF MEDICINE. 


oo 


HE exact date of the first foundation of the library is not 
discoverable, but it was within the first two years of the 
formation of the Medico-Chirurgical Society (1805-1807), as a 

Library Committee was appointed as early as March, 1807. 

In the following year (1808) the library contained roughly about 
four hundred to five hundred volumes. ‘he following rules, somewhat 
elaborate in proportion to the small number of books they were 
designed to protect, were framed by the Council of the Society : 


That the library be open for two hours every week for the 
delivery and return of Books, and also an hour before every 
meeting of the Society. 

That the day and hour be Tuesday between twelve and two 
o’clock. 

That Two books be allowed each member at one time, and 
that the books be not retained more than a fortnight, under a fine 
of 6d. per day. 

That proper Books be got for inserting the names of books 
delivered and of members who take them out. 

That a book of desiderata lie upon the Library Table. 


The chief interest of these regulations lies in the fact that vestiges 
of them are in force even at the present day. 

A list of donations was published in the first volume of the 
Medico-Chirurgical transactions: this contained eighty-nine works, 
thirty-six of them in Latin, four in French and the rest in English, 
but the larger number of books added to the library were purchased. 
In November, 1809, the arrangement of the collection was undertaken 
by Dr. Roget. The professional Librarian of literary and scientific 
institutions, in those days, to quote the words of Porson (himself an 
amateur member of the craft) was “sadly to seek”; the time of 
Benjamin Wheatley and Robert Harrison was yet to come, and to 
Roget is due the honour of first making the treasures of the library, 
such as they were, accessible to the members. ‘The first librarian to 
be appointed, however, was Dr. Bateman, in 1812, and in this year the 
sum of nearly £200 was voted for the purchase of books: this was a 
large sum for that early date. 

In the year 1816 the first catalogue was printed and its contents 
were a witness to the praiseworthy efforts of the society in devoting all 
the money that could be spared—down to every penny—on the 
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extension of the library. Purchases of foreign books were made a 
special feature. 

Six years previous to this the Medico-Chirurgical Society had 
moved from Gray’s Inn to Lincoln’s Inn Fields, within a stone’s throw 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, and also of the site of the present 
London School of Economics—at that time and until quite recent 
years the centre of a dense mass of slum buildings. 

In 1834 the Society became endowed with a Royal Charter of 
Incorporation and was henceforward known as the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society. In that year it moved its quarters westward to 
No. 54 Berners Street, and this remained its home for fifty-four years— 
that is, till 1889. In these days Berners Street—save for its proximity 
to the Middlesex Hospital—lies much to the East of the medical 
quarter of the metropolis, but seventy or eighty years ago it was well 
within it. ‘The library, in proportion to its size, had sufficient room for 
expansion and the home of the Society at Berners Street long 
continued to be the centre of scientific discussion and literary research. 

Another catalogue was issued in 1856 when the number of 
volumes had reached 17,000, but the resources of the collection were 
never set forth in full till the publication in 1879 of the celebrated two 
volumes of Authors and one of Sudjects—of the library, which then 
amounted to 31,000 volumes. This was the work of Benjamin 
Wheatley, who had been in the service of the Society from his youth, 
and who was appointed first Resident Librarian. The production 
of this catalogue cost the Society the heavy financial outlay of £600. 
Though cataloguing and subject indexing have in detail undergone 
many changes since that date, Wheatley’s Catalogue of the Library of 
the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society still remains a monument 
of bibliographical industry, and although it has long been absorbed in 
the library copy now on cards it is still in use for separate reference for 
earlier literature. 

In the year 1871-72 a new reading room was built out and 
completed at the back of the house and this gave additional shelving 
room for 27,000 volumes. 

An excellent account of the history and methods of work then 
current in the Society’s Library will be found in the transactions of the 
first Conference of Librarians (1877) by Mr. Wheatley himself—he 
being one of the founders of the Library Association, which started its 
work in the autumn of 1877. 

The catalogue was kept up to date by the issue of supplements 
printed in pamphlet form containing author entries only, but it is 
doubtful whether these were ever used sufficiently to justify publication. 

The library copy of the catalogue consisted of two large folio 
volumes, with a copy of the catalogue cut up and pasted into it, and 
copies of each of the supplements as they came out, were similarly cut 
up and pasted in. As this was entirely on the non-expansible system 
the overcrowding of entries was unavoidable. The folio volume 
containing the subject entries was kept up-to-date by manuscript 
additions. 
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Mr. Wheatley died in the year 1884, and was succeeded in the 
resident librarianship by Mr. James Blake Bailey who carried on the 
work on the lines laid down by his predecessor. Three years later he 
was successful in obtaining the librarianship of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. During the tenancy of his office there he carried out many 
reforms, but his life-work was cut short by his comparatively early 
decease in 1897. 

In the summer of 1887, Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister was appointed 
Resident Librarian to the Society—but in the duties of office were included 
those of secretary and general manager. By this time the library had so 
much increased that the premises were becoming inconveniently over- 
crowded. The move to Hanover Square in 1889 was entirely due 
to his initiative, and the anxious work of transporting the whole of 
the Society’s possessions, including the library, was carried out under his 
guidance and control. 

Some interesting illustrations of the new premises at 20, Hanover 
Square, appear in the Centenary Volume of the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society and among them views of the Library. Owing to 
recent events that will be mentioned later the rooms at Hanover Square 
have undergone an entire transformation, and this invests these 
illustrations with an additional historical importance. The main 
portions of the building that were shelved with books were the front 
room—the Resident Librarian’s office, the back room, where the 
general business of the library was conducted and the books were 
issued for reference and home reading, and the reading room, which 
was built upon the Society’s taking possession, over the site formerly 
occupied by a garden at the back of the house. ‘The shelving space of 
the reading room was increased by the construction of laterally projecting 
book-cases which formed an alcove for each reader. An additional 
room known as the north room, constructed for meetings rather than 
library purposes, accommodated a large number of the over-flow of 
books and at the back of the large meeting-room there was another 
compartment used for storage purposes. 

It must not for a moment be supposed that the library had now 
found a haven of refuge. Rather had it embarked on a stormy sea 
with “ breakers ahead.” Of course, 20, Hanover Square was, and now 
is, a fine building. But financial needs compelled the Society to let 
off all the rooms on the upper floors save those that formed the official 
residence, which were specially added at the top of the building. No 
small number of the rooms let to tenants were let on lease for varying 
terms, so that all hope of utilising them in the future for the expansion 
of the library was practically precluded. During the whole twenty 
years that the library remained at Hanover Square the accommodation 
of the books was a burning question and only those concerned with 
it know what a struggle against adverse circumstances the whole 
management of the library was. Perhaps there is no more difficult 
problem in library administration than the control of a collection that is 
at once used for purposes of reference and circulation. The two classes 
of users—those who want the books that should remain in to go out, 
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and those who want the books to remain perpetually on the shelves, 
have to be satisfied, and to hold the balance between them is no easy 
matter. This combined with the difficulty of placing the books owing 
to the cramped space made a post that might appear to a casual visitor 
pleasant and interesting in reality one of hardship. 

About 1894 the old ledger system of entering the books borrowed, 
which had been in force since the framing of the ancient library rules of 
1807, was abolished, and the card-charging system, still in force, was 
introduced. 

In 1896 it became necessary to value the whole contents of the 
Society’s belongings, and among them, of course, the library. A careful 
count was made of the books, pamphlets and journals, and it was found 
that they had increased to 70,000. In this library, as in all scientific 
and literary institutions, the bound volumes of valuable journals and 
periodicals, English and foreign, in no small measure account for the 
increment. 

The printing of the annual supplements to the catalogue has been 
mentioned. It was found that after the expenditure of time, trouble 
and money on these supplements they were little consulted by the 
Fellows, who, like the users of so many scientific and technical 
institutions, wrote to, or came to, the library to find out what they 
wanted. So, in 1903 it was decided to abolish supplement catalogues, 
and to devote the money thereby saved to the construction of a card 
catalogue and the purchase of a cabinet with drawers to contain it. 
A bequest from a deceased Fellow supplemented the funds needed for 
this outlay, and at the same time enabled the Library Committee to 
recommend the entire re-marking and re-numbering of all the books on 
the shelves. This work was carried out and more or less completed at 
the time of the Centenary in 1905, and a start was made with a new 
subject-index to the more modern books. The surrender by a tenant 
of a loft at the back of the meeting room provided room for the shelving 
of some few thousand volumes and it thus seemed as if the more 
pressing needs of the library were staved off, at least for a time. 

Two years later, in 1907, came the Amalgamation, with the change 
of name of the Society to that of the Royal Society of Medicine. As 
several of the combining Societies possessed collections of books varying 
from libraries of some size to mere handfuls of volumes, the library at 
once became considerably enlarged. 

Additional storage room for very many thousand volumes was 
created by possession being obtained of cellars below the library. ‘Two 
of the combining Societies, the Obstetrical and Odontological Societies, 
were tenants at the time of the Amalgamation. As they brought in with 
them their well-appointed rooms and comparatively large libraries, 
space was thus provided for their separate collections. 

The success of the newly constituted Society as regards increase 
in Fellowship and membership of sections surpassed expectation and 
the increase of work in the library became correspondingly great. The 
needs of thousands of Fellows had now to be dealt with instead of the 
literary requirements of a few hundreds. Much money was spent on 
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re-fitting the library, especially the issue room, and one very important 
change made consisted in the addition of a large number of periodicals 
and serials to the library, some by subscription, and many by exchange 
with the newly published Proceedings, or combined record of the 
scientific work done by the Sections, which are issued every month 
during the session. It was hoped that the library in Hanover Square as 
now re-constituted would become an ever-increasing centre of literary 
activity. It dawned upon many, however, that though the present 
needs of the library might be just sufficient those of the future were 
unprovided for. The requirements of the Society, other than those 
relating to the library were not met by the accommodation afforded by 
the available premises, for to displace tenants who helped to supply the 
much-needed income in order to create more room was financially 
impossible. 

It was thus only too evident that the Society must either re- 
construct its premises or else seek a new home. The former way out 
of the difficulty was found to be wholly impracticable, so the latter 
course was decided upon. The events of 1909-1910 are almost too 
recent to be called history, but they followed one another with a 
rapidity almost dramatic in their suddenness. More than one building 
and more than one site were under consideration, but the Wimpole 
Street and Henrietta Street site came into the market and was selected 
and the purchase decided upon. Late in the year 1910 the erection of 
the new building commenced. All anxiety as to the future occupation 
of 20, Hanover Square, which is the Society’s freehold and 
leasehold property was relieved by the offer of a well-known firm to 
acquire a lease of it, and to take over the existing tenancies—this 
offer being accepted in due course. This necessitated a rapid move to 
a temporary house that was acquired namely 15, Cavendish Square. All 
the modern books and journals were transferred there for use, while the 
older books were stored. Though shorn for the time being of half 
its literary treasures, the library was never so much used, and the work 
in it never so strenuous as during the two years of the Society’s sojourn 
in Cavendish Square—so intense is the importance of current medical 
and scientific literature. It was here that the practice of sending 
abstracts of, and references to, current and other literature was set on 
foot by the secretary and consulting librarian, Mr. MacAlister. It is 
but bare praise to say that in all these great changes and difficult 
negotiations the Society owe a great debt to Mr. MacAlister. 


* * 


The library is now fully installed in its new home and, it is to be 
hoped, permanent abiding place, after its many migrations extending 
over one hundred years and the better part of a decade more. A 
description of the new buildings including the reading rooms and 
storage rooms in which the books are housed and arranged follows. 
This sketch may fitly be concluded with the briefest description 
of the working and management of the library itself. There is an 
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excellent author and subject catalogue on cards which is daily kept 
up-to-date. ‘lhe arrangement of the books on the shelves is not by a 
minute system of classification but the books are grouped in sections 
to correspond as nearly as possible with those sections of the science 
and art of medicine into which the Society is divided. The periodical 
literature, that is, the bound volumes of journals, is grouped in the 
same manner, similarly so the unbound volumes of journals on the 
racks and tables. Eight volumes at a time are permitted to be 
borrowed for home reading ; the time allowed for reading is fourteen days, 
but so long as a book is not required by another Fellow, the time for 
reading may be extended on application to the librarian. It is a special 
privilege which comparatively few libraries accord, but unbound numbers 
of journals—save the current part—are allowed to be borrowed for 
seven days at a time. This 1s esteemed a great boon by medical 
journalists and others whose duties necessitate a rapid perusal of the 
very latest in their respective specialities. And, lastly, a large number 
of systems of medicine, monographs and sets of journals are kept for 
purposes of reference only, together with a few works of general 
reference such as the Oxford Dictionary the Encyclopedia Britannica 
and the Dictionary of National Biography, Directories, Year-Books, 
Guide-Books and Calendars, such as are needed, will all be found. 
Besides purchases and exchanges the library, in common with most 
other similar institutions, is largely enriched by donations. The great 
majority of these are monographs, journals and pamphlets, hitherto not 
on the shelves, but among them are many duplicates which are set 
aside for reference purposes only. 

It will thus be seen that everything has been done to make the 
library worthy of medical science not only in London, not only in the 
United Kingdom, but in the British Empire generally. 


A BrieF DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING. 


The new building which has been erected at the corner of 
Henrietta Street and Wimpole Street, ona site occupying nearly 10,000 
square feet, consists of a basement, ground floor, and three storeys, the 
fagade is carried out in Portland stone, with a Cornish granite base. 
The Architectural Review, the leading architectural paper, in a notice 
of the building, states: ‘It is simple in its parts, but there is a straight- 
forward vigour about it which holds the attention, and it possesses a 
dignity eminently in keeping with the institution housed within its 
walls.” The special features of the interior are the two meeting rooms 
with their accommodation for patients, the handsome library with the 
ample storage room in the basement and a number of rooms for the 
councils and committees of the Society and its Sections which are now 
seventeen in number. 

The library occupies the first floor. The main room is 11o ft. long, 
28 ft. wide, and 19 ft. high, and extends the whole length of the building 
on the Henrietta Street side, with a large bay window overlooking 
Wimpole Street. The shelving extends from floor to ceiling, and is 
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divided by a gallery at a height of 8 ft. From this gallery a Mezzanine 
Room, with additional tables for readers, opens off, and is well adapted 
for private study. 

A special feature of the library is the electric lighting arrangement 
of the reading tables. This is the invention of the secretary, Mr. J. Y. 
W. MacAlister, and solves the problem of effectively getting rid of the 
usual flexible wires which are a great inconvenience in ordinary table- 
lamps. ‘The contact is obtained through two legs of the table, in which 
strong springs are fitted. The spring fits into a counterpart spring 
socket in the floor, and the contact is produced by a plug in the table. 
When not in use, the table may be placed in any part of the room, as 
its own weight is sufficient to force the spring back into the leg of the table. 

At the east end the library extends the whole depth of the 
building, this portion forming the periodical room. 

The remainder of the first floor is occupied by the issue room and 
two small rooms for private study. 

The book-store occupies the major part of the basement. The books 
are arranged on iron stacks with adjustable shelves, and the system 
adopted effects a great economy of space. There is storage room for over 
200,000 volumes, which will be sufficient for many years of expansion. 


>< 
THE CARD CATALOGUE. 


By W. C. Berwicx Sayers and James D. STEWART. 


VIII.—Suspjyect Carps: ALPHABETICAL. 


73. While the majority of libraries possessing subject-catalogues 
on cards have adopted the systematically classified arrangement, an 
important minority prefer the alphabetical arrangement of subjects. 
The principal subject catalogue of the Library of Congress, for example, 
is arranged alphabetically. (It should be noted, however, that the 
Library of Congress also has a card “ shelf-list” practically identical 
with a systematically classified catalogue.) Once again the forms of 
the entries in this alphabetical subject catalogue are the same as those 
illustrated in previous chapters for other kinds of catalogues. The 
difference is to be found in the headings according to which the entries 
are arranged, and the following examples are designed principally to 
show the method of these headings. 


74. The arrangement of a systematically classified catalogue is 
definitely settled by the tables and notation of the classification scheme 
in use; but the arranging headings of an alphabetical subject catalogue 
are influenced by personal opinions and particular circumstances. 
‘Thus books dealing with bees are to be found only in one place in a 
systematic catalogue, namely under the classification number for that 
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subject ; but in an alphabetical catalogue they may have to be sought 
for under “ Bees,” ‘“ Hymenoptera,” “ Apiculture” or some other 
heading, according to the practice of the individual library. It is 
necessary, therefore, in compiling an alphabetical subject catalogue, to 
have a settled standard practice with regard to subject headings. If 
great care be not taken to assure finality and accuracy, subjects will be 
distributed over their synonyms, “blind” references will creep in, and 
necessary references will be omitted. Some librarians prefer to 
compile their own lists of subject headings, but for all ordinary 
purposes this labour has been rendered unnecessary by the American 
Library Association “ List of subject headings for use in dictionary 
catalogs,” third edition, Chicago, rgrr. This list extends to 
about 400 pages, and supplies a comprehensive, standard series of 
headings with all necessary references. By following this series of 
headings—alterations to suit special requirements can be made easily— 
a symmetrical and accurate catalogue can be compiled without any 
unnecessary labour. 

75. Zhe method of the subject headings summarized. The aim of 
the catalogue is to provide a key to the information contained in the 
collection of books catalogued, therefore subjects should be entered 
under the popular words defining them most accurately. References 
should be made from all synonyms not used as main headings. 
Subjects should be treated on the “small unit” plan: ¢.g., books on 
bees should be entered under “ Bees,” leaving only general books on 
Ants, Bees and Wasps to be entered under “ HyMENOPTERA,” and still 
more general books to be entered under “ INsEcts.” The references 
under each subject should link all these headings together. 

Taking the subject Hymenoptera as an example (and including 
the main heading “ Insects” to shew the relation of the more specific 
to the more general headings), the following are the headings under 
which books would be entered. The necessary linking-up references 
under the headings are also given. (Of course in a catalogue, the 
subjects to which references are given under “ Insects” would have 
their special entries and references; the headings given here are 
confined to the Hymenoptera.) 


Ants. 
See also HYMENOPTERA. 


Bees 


See also HYMENOPTERA. 
Entomo.ocy. See Insects. 


Hymenoptera. 
See also ANTS; Begs; Insects ; Wasps. 


Insects. 
See also ARTHROPODA; BEETLES; CATERPILLARS ; 
Cocoons ; CoLour oF INsEcTs; DipTERA ; ENTO- 
MOLOGISTS ; FERTILIZATION OF PLANTS ; HEMIPTERA; 
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HYMENOPTERA; INSECTICIDES; LEPIDOPTERA ; 
NEUROPTERA ; ORTHOPTERA ; WINGS ; a@/so NAMES 
OF PARTICULAR INSECTS. 
Wasps. 
See also HYMENOPTERA. 


76. Main Entries. The name of the subject being the arranging 
word, this should be displayed prominently at the top of the card, as in 
the following examples :— 


Strawberries. 


E598 Banning, George. 
A Practical manual on the culture of strawberries. 1906. J//us. 


Insects. 


F300 Petersen, Arthur. 
The Insect. 1904. Ji/us. diag. 


(Fig. 46.—Main entries: alphabetical subject catalogue.) 


77- Subject references. When a subject is known by more than 
one description, make references from the headings not selected to the 
heading under which the entries are collected. The latter of the above 
examples requires a reference under “ Entomology,” for example. These 
should be made as follows :— 


Entromo.ocy. See Insects. 


(Fig. 47.—References under subjects.) 
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At each subject heading there must be given references to related topics 
and inclusive subjects (such as those shown collected at “Insects” in 
paragraph 75). These can either be shown on a card preceding the 
cards for book-entries, or (a better plan) on the guide card for the 
subject as described in Chapter IX. If the former method is adopted 
the matter on the card should be arranged as follows :— 


Insects. 
See also :— 
Arthropoda Diptera Insecticides 
Beetles Entomologists Lepidoptera 
Caterpillars Fertilization of plants Neuroptera 
Cocoons Hemiptera Orthoptera 
Colour of insects Hymenoptera Wings. 


also names of particular insects. 


(Fig. 48.—Cross references under main subject). 


Lepidoptera. See also INSECTS. 


F380 Walters, Andrew. A General manual of the lepidoptera. 


1907. 2v. col. sllus. 


(Fig. 49.—Cross reference under subsidiary subject. 


78. Added entries. An entry for the secondary subject of a book 
(compare paragraph 64) should be made as follows :— 


Light. 


C200 Seth, John Jackson. 


A Treatise on elementary heat and light. 1912. 


(Fig. 50.—Added entry under secondary subject.) 
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The main entry for this book would be under “ Heat.” In this added 
entry under “ Light,” the location mark for Heat (C200) refers the 
book back to the principal subject. 

79. Analytical entries under parts of a book (compare paragraph 
65) should be made as shown in Fig. 51. Here again, the location 
mark is sufficient to indicate the main entry and make the book 
available. 


Vesuvius. 


D092 Walters, Arthur Lee. 


Famous mountains of the world. jrded. 1911. 
Contents: The Matterhorn.— Vesuvius.— Mount 


Everest.—etc. 


(Fig. 51.—Analytical subject-entry.) 


In the case of a number of works by separate authors being contained 
in one volume (compare paragraph 67), the analytical subject-entries 
for each part should be made as follows :— 


Waterloo, Battle of, 1815. 


Black, Sidney. 
Waterloo. In 


0006 «Sharp, Arthur, ¢¢. Some great European battles ; 


by various authors. 1912. Pp. 1-54. 


(Fig. 52.—Analytical subject-entry.) 


80. Biographical Subject Cards. Entries for biographies under 
the names of persons written about should be made as illustrated in 


paragraph 68. 
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When a biography contains a considerable amount of information 
regarding a particular subject (compare paragraph 69), an entry should 
be made under the subject :— 


Architecture—lItalian. 


Newton, James Alexander. 
Palladio : his life and works. 1889. 2 v. sd/us. plans. 


(Fig. 53.—Entries for biographies under classes.) 


Collected entries should also be made under the principal classes of 
biography, such as ‘‘ Architects,” “ Artists,” Educators, Musicians, 
Scientists, etc. 


81. Bibliography cards. References to bibliographies of a 
special subject should be made in the same way as the ordinary entries 
for the books; but a distinctively coloured card (salmon colour is 
suggested) should be used, and these cards collected at the commence- 
ment of the subjects (compare paragraph 70.) 


82. “ Best-books” cards. Select reading lists of the best books 
should be inserted wherever considered desirable. ‘These should be 
arranged on the card as shown in Fig. 43, substituting an alphabetical 
subject heading for the classified one. 


( To be continued.) 


++ 


PROCESS WORK 
By Henry A. SuHarp, Fulham Public Libraries. 


ROBABLY every librarian has at some time been haunted by the 
fear that some of the additions to his library may miss one or 
more of the processes through which they are supposed to go 

before reaching the hands of the public. Cases have occurred in 
which books have been entirely omitted from the catalogue, placed into 
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issue without having been stamped, and so forth. To guard against 
such accidents, various methods have been devised, but none, perhaps, 
is more successful than the one which is about to be explained. 

A rubber-stamp as shown in the illustration below is used, the 
impression being made on the back of the title-page 


FULHAM Pustic 
Vo: 


942.D7_ 


HS. | 


The parts of the stamp, which, of course, can be varied, are as 
follows. On the top line is noted the library to which the book belongs, 
“C,” “S,” or “N,” as the case may be, followed by the accession 
number, month and year. 

The second space below is used for the classification number, 
whilst the nine small spaces are for the initials of each assistant 
responsible for the particular process represented by such space. In 
the Fulham libraries these processes are :—1, Accessioning; 2, Stock 
Registering (equivalent to a classified catalogue) ; 3, Author Cata- 
loguing ; 4, Shelf Listing; 5, Cutting ; 6, Stamping; 7, Printing of 
book card and pocket ; 8, Labelling ; 9, Checking. 

It will be seen that the idea is for each assistant to write his 
initials in the appropriate space after he has performed the process 
allocated to that space. The absence of an initial in any space would 
denote to the assistant checking the book previous to its going into 
issue that this process had probably been omitted. On the other hand, 
even the most careless assistant would scarcely risk placing his initials 
to work which he had never done. 

The necessary counterpart to this system is a series of shelves or 
presses—according to the size of the library—labelled with the processes 
through which the books have already passed, thus :—“ Accessioned,” 
“ Accessioned and Stock-registered,” ‘‘ Accessioned, Stock-registered, 
and Author Catalogued,” and so on ; the books moving round gradually 
until they eventually arrive at the final press or shelf. They are then 
removed by a senior assistant, and the stamp examined for possible 
omissions previous to the books being placed into circulation. 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes, 
and other local items of generai interest are particularly welcome. 


NOTES. 


We are glad to be able to furnish our readers this month with some 
account of the splendid new library of the Royal Society of Medicine. 
Not many society libraries have a history so interesting as this one, and 
certainly no other in London has so fine a home. The main hall is 
one of the most beautiful and stately reading rooms we have seen. We 
are not so intimately concerned with the rest of the Society’s building, 
but it is in keeping with the part we have described. This fine build- 
ing, with its library, has an added professional interest for us when we 
remember that it is the consummation of many years’ work of Mr. 
MacAlister, who has done so much in the past for public librarianship. 


Tue election of the Council of the Library Association just completed 
leaves that body very much as it was. The gentlemen elected as 
London Councillors are: Dr. E. A. Baker, Messrs. H. Bond, C. J. 
Davenport, W. E. Doubleday, C. W. F. Goss, H. Jones, F. Pacy, G. 
H. Palmer, W. C. Plant, W. R. B. Prideaux, J. H. Quinn, and A. E. 
Twentyman. Mr. W. S.C. Rae drops out and Messrs. Pacy and Palmer 
come in. The names of those elected as Country Councillors are: 
Messrs. B. Anderton, B. Carter, R. K. Dent, H. T. Folkard, H. Guppy, 
T. Hand, J. Hutt, H. E. Johnston, A. Lancaster, C. Madeley, E. R. N. 
Mathews, J. Minto, W. Powell, C. Riddle, H. D. Roberts, W. C. B. 
Sayers, G. ‘I’. Shaw, H. Tapley-Soper, B. Wood, and W. H. K. Wright. 
Messrs. Powell and Sayers are the new members. 


ANOTHER library is about to print catalogue cards that will be available 
for general sale. In connection with the recataloguing and _reclassifi- 
cation of its collections the University of Chicago Libraries propose to 
begin printing on cards a considerable number of titles for which no 
printed cards can be obtained from the Library of Congress or the 
John Crerar Library. It is possible that some arrangement may be 
made with the Harvard Library under which the cards printed by 
Chicago for titles which are also found in the Harvard Library, and 
will be reached in due course by the Harvard printing, may be adopted 
by Harvard in advance and distributed to its subscribers as soon as 
printed by Chicago, so as to avoid eventual duplication of cards so far 
as practicable. 


The entries will, to begin with, fall mainly within the following 
classes: History and Topography (General, American, British, German, 
etc.), Economics, Social and Political Science. Other classes to follow 
in the order in which they are taken up. The entries will conform to 
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the Library of Congress rules, author as well as subject, and will 
inciude subject and other added entries as well as the classification 
numbers, according to the Library of Congress system. 

It is not yet known to what extent it will be possible to place these 
cards at the disposal of other libraries. In order to learn what demand 
there may be for them it is requested that interested librarians should 
communicate with the Director of the Libraries, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 


Tue Glasgow Bibliographical Society, which was formed a few months 
ago, has already made very satisfactory progress. The membership is 
now 65, and the Council is particularly strong and representative. The 
object of the Society is to encourage and stimulate the study of 
Bibliography in all its branches, but with special attention to the 
Bibliography of Scotland, and particularly of Glasgow and the West. 
The Society seeks to attain this object so far as concerns Glasgow and 
the West: 1. By the preparation and reading of papers giving (a) Lists 
of authors, printers, publishers, booksellers, and bookbinders ; and of 
illustrations, manuscripts, and printed books. (4) Histories and 
bibliographies of authors, printers, presses, publishers, booksellers, 
book-auctions, institutions, libraries, periodicals, and individual books. 
(c) Bibliographies of special movements in religion, politics, science, 
letters, art, commerce, etc. 2. By the exhibition, at the meetings, of 
manuscripts, books, broadsides, etc. No competition with any other 
bibliographical society is intended, and certainly there is plenty of scope 
along the lines indicated without encroaching upon the objects of any 
other society. We are indebted to the hon. secretary, the Rev. W. J. 
Couper, 26, Circus Drive, Glasgow, for the following syllabus for next 
season : 

Nov. Opening address. The President. 

Dec. “ The first Glasgow Print.” Mr. William Stewart. 

“The Campbeltown Declaration.” Rev. W. J. Couper. 

Jan. ‘ Dugal Graham and his Chap-books.” Mr. John A. Fairley. 

Feb. “ Robert Urie, Printer in Glasgow.” Dr. H. A. M‘Lean. 

Mar. ‘Peter Rae, Dumfries.” Mr. G. W. Shirley. 


Tue L£ssex Review for July contains an interesting account of the origin 
of the Saffron Walden Literary and Scientific Institution, contributed by 
Mr. T. W. Huck, the librarian. It appears that both the Institute and 
the Museum had their origin about 1832, the former with the foundation 
of the Saffron Walden Literary Society, the latter with the foundation of 
the Saffron Walden Natural History Society. Sir Benjamin Ward 
Richardson, who when quite young became an assistant to Thomas 
Browne, surgeon, of this town, paid a tribute to the value of the 
Museum in his Vita Medica, which is quoted in the article. The idea 
of the founders of the Literary Society was to promote discussions on 
literary and scientific subjects and to form a library for the use of those 
residents in the neighbourhood who cared to become members. It was 
essentially altruistic and was in no sense a money-making affair, 
although the number of fines for small offences might suggest that it 
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was. All receipts, whether subscriptions, fines, or donations, were 
expended first in working expenses then in providing literature. To 
quote from the article :—“ It was a condition of membership of the 
original Literary Society that each member in rotation should read an 
essay upon some subject approved by a majority of the members, At 
the first annual meeting (held August 8th, 1833), the selection of 
subjects was delegated to a sub-committee, consisting of the Treasurer, 
the President, and Mr. T. Spurgin.” The fine for not submitting an 
essay in turn was two shillings, and any member who submitted an essay 
but failed to put a minute to the meeting embodying his views on the 
question, after it had been debated upon, was fined sixpence. One 
shilling was the fine for not attending any meeting ; and there were other 
fines for breaches of the rules in the borrowing of books. Members paid 
2s. 6d. per quarter, and subscribers, who had no vote at the meetings 
and were not required to submit an essay, paid 1s. 6d. per quarter. It is 
interesting to follow the history of the Institution down to date. About 
1846 it embodied the Saffron Walden Reading Room Society, which 
had its room in Market Hill ; and later the Saffron Walden Horticultural 
Society was combined with it. In 1865 the library was vested in 
trustees, and in 1883 Mr. George Stacey Gibson died, bequeathing a 
sum of money to the Institution and a sum to the Library Trustees. 
Various gifts of books have been received at various times, notably from 
Florence, Lady Braybrooke in 1902, in memory of her husband, Charles 
Cornwallis (Lord Braybrooke), who for forty years was President of the 
Institution. The library now contains over 17,000 volumes, being 
especially rich in historical and archeological literature. 


Dr. CARNEGIE has now definitely agreed to pay the cost of a library 
building for Huthwaite, subject to the cost being not more than £2,000. 


THERE being a debt of several hundred pounds on the building of the 
Sydney-on-Vaal Public Library, the energetic committee organized a 
ball, which was largely attended. Visitors came from far and near, and 
the event resulted in a substantial amount being raised towards defray- 
ing the debt on the building. A general adoption of this plan should 
result in a more sociable view being taken of municipal activities! The 
library has been in existence for six years, and now contains about 
5,000 volumes. 

Tue Southampton Borough Council having approached Dr. Carnegie 
with reference to obtaining his aid in the establishment of a branch 
library in St. Denys Koad, received the following reply from Dr. 
Carnegie’s secretary: “ You wish assurance of building before you get 
assurance of revenue to carry on library work. You should put the 
matter the other way about; and when you write us send plans which you 
wish to adopt for the library.” There is a possibility of obtaining relief 
from the present art gallery expenditure now borne by the Public Libraries 
Committee, but there are legal difficulties in the way. The Free 
Library rate is charged on the borough rate, but expenditure under the 
Museums Act is charged on the general district rate, and one cannot 
be transferred to the other. ‘The matter has been referred back to a 
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sub-committee. It may be noted, however, that the yield of the penny 
rate 1s increasing. 

AN important addition to the Keighley Public Library was made on 
July 15th, when a reference department was opened. The department 
contains an almost complete collection of British Patent Specifications, 
and a considerable purchase has recently been made of representative 
works on science, art (both pure and applied), philosophy, philology, 
religion, history, and literature. About 1,200 volumes are now avail- 
able. There is a complete set of the Yorkshire Historical Society’s 
publications, including the Record series ; the whole collection of the 
published Yorkshire Parish Registers. 

Mr. CAWTHORNE, the energetic Borough Librarian of Stepney, has 
completed his remodelling of the central library in Bancroft Road, 
Mile End, and on July 6th the building was re-opened. The whole 
of the interior arrangement of the library has been altered, and the 
open access method has been adopted for the non-fictional portion of 
the lending library. The final re-modelling and renovation have taken 
seven weeks, and the cost of the alterations is about £900. It will 
be remembered that Mr. Cawthorne has had previous experience of 
the open access method, having organized the Darwen Public Library 
in 1894. At the opening ceremony the Mayor of Stepney paid a warm 
and well-deserved compliment to Mr. Cawthorne for the way he had 
carried out the re-organization under considerable difficulties. 


THE Shrewsbury Public Library Committee, through the generosity of 
one of their members, the Rev. W. J. D. Fletcher, Vicar of Oxon, have 
been able to secure at considerably less cost than market value, Dugdale’s 
Monasticon Anglecanum. This copy, purchased by Mr. Fletcher, 
some twenty years ago, was published in 1830, and was once the 
property of Chas. Bowyer Adderley. The Monasticon Anglecanum 
was one of the first books Mr. H. ‘I’. Beddows, the chief librarian, 
recommended the committee to purchase some sixteen years ago, and 
antiquarians should be greatly indebted to Mr. Fletcher for giving the 
committee the opportunity to acquire this valuable work. 


PERSONAL. 


Mr. Davip Epwarp, of the Central Library, Dundee, has been 
appointed chief librarian of Ayr. 

A SPECIAL committee of the Glasgow Corporation decided, on August 
gth, to recommend that the retirement of Mr. F. T. Barrett should 
take effect from November, and that the retiring allowance should be 
two-thirds of the present salary on condition that his services, in a con- 
sultative capacity, should be available if required. 

Mr. Burcuer, the librarian of Eton College, is resigning his position after 
30 years’service. He is now 78 years of age, and has seen many changes 
and known many distinguished people. A fund is being raised amongst 
Etonians to recognise Mr. Burcher’s long service by adding to his 
pension, and so to enable him to spend his well-earned rest in comfort. 
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THE CLASSIFICATION OF TECHNOLOGY. 
By Maurice H. B. Masu, Croydon Public Libraries. 
(Continued from page 5.) 


N every scheme of classification the point of view of the author has 
an important bearing upon the arrangement of subjects, and 
sometimes results in overlapping. For example, in Cutter’s 

Expansive Classification illuminants and fuels are classified under 
Chemical Technology, while in Dewey’s Decimal Classification these 
subjects appear under Domestic Economy, although Dewey has a 
place in Chemical Technology for fuel, matches, etc. 


THe Earuier ScHemes oF CvassiricaTion. The Bacoman 
scheme was divided into three main classes: 1 History; 2 Poetry ; 
3 Philosophy. Natural History includes Astronomy, Geology, etc., 
and many of the arts known at the present day as useful arts. Bacon says 
that Natural History describes the variety of things ; Physics, the causes ; 
and Metaphyics, the fixed and constant causes. But no special effort 
was made to extend the relation between exact and applied science. 

The Bodleian scheme contains only eleven main classes and 
includes in its fourth class many topics that are classed in Dewey’s 
Useful and Fine Arts. ‘The scheme is very inadequately worked 
out, and is only suitable for the class of library for which it was made. 
There are no printed tables published. 

The British Museum scheme uses many connotations which are 
avoided in modern classification. | For example, Natural History and 
Medicine are grouped together in class 3, while class 5, Philosophy, 
includes such subjects as electricity, mechanics, hydrostatics, and 
chemistry. 


ScueMes Use IN TECHNICAL LipraRigs. The City and 
Guilds of London Institute, Department of ‘Technology, has a very fine 
system, which although not classified in any strict way, groups the 
allied trades and subjects together in sets. 


THe Patent Orrice Liprary. The special collections of the 
literature of the International Exhibitions and the publications or 
catalogues, etc., issued by firms of engineering, commerce or manu- 
facture call for special notice. This library has for several years been 
noted for the work it has done in collecting technical and scientific 
works, and the system of arrangement and classification endeavours to 
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“meet the requirements of inventors, searchers, and others who are 
more deeply interested in their respective sciences than in the ordinary 
literature of those sciences.” The collection has many rare publications, 
including those of the State Agriculture, Experimental Stations, 
Colonial and Foreign Mining and Survey Departments, Academies and 
Scientific Societies, and the leading technical journals of the world. 
These publications reflect, if not the state of public knowledge, the 
practice of the art. The first technical catalogue was that of the 
“ Woodcroft Collection ” and was printed in 1856. 


THE INDEX TO THE CLASSIFICATION. Whatever scheme for the 
classification of technology is used a Relative rather than a Specific 
index should be provided. The index of a classification scheme 
should be a register of all names or subject words, and aspects of 
topics that appear in the schedules. The Decimal Scheme has a 
Relative index, while that of the Sudbject Scheme is a Specific index. 
The difference is that the former shows the relations of subjects, and 
the latter only gives one or two references. The following example 
exhibits the merits of a relative index. 


DecIMAL SCHEME. Supyect SCHEME. 

Milk. Analysis 614.321 Milk... I 061 
» Chemistry ... 543.2 COWS F858 
» and its products 614.32 
» Dairy... 
» Fever, &c. ... 618.71 


How TECHNOLOGY MAY BE TREATED. In a general library the 
bases of a science and its application might be brought into relation in 
several ways. In the first place we will assume that the classification 
used is that of Mr. Dewey. The relations are shown in the catalogue 
by the use of analytics and cross-references. These may be shewn in 
printed catalogues, but the card system is to be preferred as it can 
always be kept up-to-date, whereas in the case of the printed catalogue 
supplements have to be printed at short periods. In both kinds of 
catalogues separate lists on ‘special and individual subjects should be 
compiled which will furnish the readers with the class-numbers, authors, 
and topics relating to their special subject of study. These lists might 
be called “ Select Lists,” “Special Books on »” &c. References in 
connection with Dewey's Scheme such as these might be used: 
“Vegetable Chemistry” 546 and 547 in relation to Dyes see 667 
“ Chemical Technology,” &c. 

Blocks of wood or “dummies” not quite so large as an ordinary 
book might be placed on the shelves among the books dealing with any 
specific subject labelled as follows: Forestry 634 see also 694 Carpentry, 
Joinery, etc, or, Architecture 720 see also 690 Building. 

For example, Laslett’s Zimber and Timber Trees, see 691.1 Or, 
Billington’s A Series of Facts, Hints and Experiments on Raising 
young Plantations of Oaks, see 634.9. 


§ 
~ 
te 
Los 
if 


52 Tue Liprary 


Guides affixed to the shelves providing such information as 
already stated, and tablets giving the list of books contained in each 
tier and showing the relations of the topics to allied subjects should 
also be exhibited. By these and similar means the relations between 
the exact and applied sciences may still be shown in a general library 
which has adopted the earlier schemes of classification such as Dewey’s 
or Cutter’s schemes. 

Tue IpgEAL TECHNOLOGICAL LipraRy. The Subject Classification 
would be the most suitable for the arrangement of books in such a 
library, as showing the relations of the basis and applications of 
subjects in its general outline. At the same time the tables of Dewey 
and Cutter could with modifications and expansion be adapted to such 
an especial use. The plan of recent construction of most Public 
Libraries or certain sections thereof is in almost every instance capable 
of being made a special technological library. In either case the 
evolution of the trade or industry should be prominently shown and 
set out. Appended is a suggestive scheme reconstructed from the tables 
of Brown, Dewey, and Cutter, for the classification of Technology. It is 
designed for use in a technological library, or in the technical section of 
a general library. It will be found capable not only of accommodating 
any subject however insignificant but also of dividing it ad infinitum. 


GENERAL WORKS. Would include Exhibitions, Inventions, 
Lectures, Patents, Schools of Technology, Receipts, etc., and if 
necessary would occupy the first position under each special or division 
heading. 

Agriculture and Farming. 
Agricultural chemistry, &c. 
Soils 
Irrigation 
Crops 
Grains, Grasses 
Machines, tools 
Farmers’ accounts 
Kitchen Gardening 
Pests, Weeds, &c. 

Stock and Domestic Animals 
Dairy 
Veterinary Surgery. 
Animal Products. 
Fisheries. Trapping 
Bees 
Dairy. Milk. Butter, &c. 
Rubber 
Skins 
Tanning 
Leather Manufactures 
Boots and shoes, &c. 
Taxidermy, &c. 


i 
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Chemical Technology. 


Foods and Drinks. Beverages 
Brewing. Ale. Beer 

Illuminants. Pyrotechnics. Matches, &c. 

Gases. Lamps 

Fats and Oils. Candles, &c. 

Coal Tar Distillation and Products 

Ceramics. Glass 

Pottery 

Bleaching. Dyeing, &c. 

Metallurgy and Assaying 

Metal Mining 

Metal Working 

Mine surveying 

Soap manufacture 

Chemical Industries in general. 


Electric Arts. 


Electricity and Magnetism 
Electrical engineering 
Dynamos. Batteries 
Lightning rods 

Telegraph 

Telephone 

Power. Motors. 


Domestic Economy. Hotels, Flats, &¢. 
Household Books. Account Books 


Servants 

Laundry 

Cookery. Gastronomy 
Food. Dining 


Furniture, &c. 
Architecture and Constructive Arts. 


Architecture 
Architectural details 
Building 
Builders’ Quantities 
Building laws 
Masonry 
Brickwork 
Plumbers’ work 
Carpentry. Joinery 
(Sub-divided like Brown or Dewey’s 


schemes) 
Painting. Oils and Colours 
Brushes 


Papering, &c. 
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Engineering 
Mechanic Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 
Rail Engineering 
Civil Engineering 
Tunnels 
Mining 
Foundations 
Framed structures 
Bridges 
Roofs 
Military and Naval Engineering 
Motor Car Engineering. 
Sanitary Engineering. 
Waterworks 
Wells and Pumps 
(Well-boring here, not in mining engin- 
eering). 
Hydraulic Engineering. 
Dams 
Water power 


Harbors 
Lighthouses. 


Art of Transportation, &¢. 


Railroads 
Roads. Streets 
Aerial navigation, &c. 


Manufactures and Fabric Arts. 


Metal manufactures 

Casting 

Iron and Steel 

Copper. Brass. Bells, &c. 
Mineral Manufactures 
Knitting, Spinning 
Weaving, &c. 

Cotton 

Flax 

Linen 

Hemp 

Wool 

Silk 

Lace 
Clothes 


Drapery 
Rubber 
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Celluloid 
Paper manufactures 


Typography. 
Mechanic Trades. 


Road Coach building 
Rail Coach building 
Wheelwrights’ work 
Milling 
Watches, &c. 
Locks. Guns 
Clothesmaking 
Hats, &c. 
Printing 
Bookbinding. 
These headings offer only a limited and somewhat haphazard 
view of the general divisions in the field of Technology. 


REVIEWS. 


oo 68 


THE EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Professor J. B. Bury, in his new work A History of the Eastern 
Roman Empire: from the fall of Irene to the accession of Basil J. 
(A.D. 802-867) (1912, 8v0, 545 p., Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., 

rice 12s. net) has given us a masterly analysis of an important period 
in the history of the Empire. Although Byzantine civilization and art 
have received no little attention of recent years, yet Professor Bury has 
supplied what has long been wanted, namely, a modern, carefully sifted 
and critical history, The period covered in the present volume is a 
short one—Professor Bury, for the sake of convenience calls it the 
“Amorian epoch”—and as it comes between the revival under the 
Isaurian and the territorial expansion under the Basilian sovrans, 
there is a tendency to underrate its importance. This volume shews 
clearly that, while there were no such great movements and develop- 
ments as there were in the previous and subsequent times, an 
understanding of this period is necessary to the student of the later 
periods. All imaginable sources of information seem to have been 
utilised by the writer, and the result is a most scholarly and authorita- 
tive work. For ordinary research this book, correcting as it 
does the errors of Finlay and the other earlier historians, will supersede 
all previous histories of the period commencing with Nicephorus. A 
valuable feature is an elaborate classified bibliography. In spite of its 
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exhaustive nature, the narrative is always intelligible, and each event is 
kept skilfully in its proper perspective ; and it should therefore appeal 
to a wide circle of readers. 


THE POPES. 


The purpose of A Chronicle of the Popes: from St. Peter to 
Pius X., by A. E. McKilliam (1912, 8vo., 487 p., Messrs. G. Bell & 
Sons, Ltd., price 7s.6d. net) is to provide a brief unbiassed account of the 
lives of the Popes, chronicling names, dates, and chief facts arranged 
chronologically. It is a biographical dictionary of the Popes rather 
than a history: a record of events rather than a discussion of causes 
and results. The author has at the same time presented the sequence 
of events in such a way as to make the book one continuous whole, 
and to shew how close was the connection between the history of the 
Papacy and of the Empire. Most of the literature relating to the 
Papacy is in the form of voluminous treatises, or else is buried in 
encyclopedias, so that this handy and compact record is very welcome. 
It is concise and clear in its presentation of facts, and is admirable 
either as a work of reference or as a survey of an important historical 
succession. 


IRISH FOLK-HISTORY PLAYS. 


Messrs. G. P. Putnam’s Sons have recently published two series of 
Trish Folk- History Plays (1912; price 5s. net each) by Lady Gregory, 
who is well-known to readers as a translator of Irish folk-lore. The 
first series contains the tragedies—Grania ; Kincora; Dervorgilla—the 
second, the tragic comedies—The Caravans ; The White Cockade ; 
The Deliverer. ‘The first play introduces but three characters, Finn, 
Grania, and Diarmuid, and relates how Grania having forsaken Finn 
for love of Diarmuid, turns back to Finn when he had consented to 
Diarmuid’s death. The Caravans is written around the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, and is based upon Irish tradition of the Virgin Queen. The 
several plays are founded upon history and folk-lore, and although 
Lady Gregory does not always adhere closely to written narrative, her 
plays interpret faithfully the spirit of Irish folk-history. A curious 
circumstance is that whatever the period under treatment may be, the 
characters talk in modern colloquial Irish ; and such is the art of Lady 
Gregory that this seems the natural thing for them to do. _It certainly 
adds zest to the reading of the plays, particularly the comedies, and 
must impart a stage sparkle that otherwise would be lacking. These 
plays are a notable addition to the shelf of Celtic revivalist literature. 


LITERATURE AND LIFE. 

Literature and its relation to the problems of life are dealt with by 
the Rev. Lauchlan Maclean Watt in the latest volume of Zhe Guild 
Library series. In Literature and Life (1912; Messrs. A. & C. Black; 
price 1s. 6d. net) the author’s main purpose is “ to interest young men 
and women in the spiritual principles which underlie true literature, 
and to give them a bias in the direction of these, as exhibited in the 
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great writers.” The first part of the book treats of literature in its 
bearing upon culture and religion ; matter, style, and thought ; and the 
laws of composition, and the principles of criticism. The second part 
deals with certain manifestations of the spirit of literature as seen in the 
Bible, the works of Shakespeare, Bunyan, St. Augustine, Thomas 4 
Kempis, Milton, and other masters of English literature. The book is 
written in a style calculated to exert a stimulating influence on students 
of literature, and should prove useful as an introduction to literature 
and an incentive to wider reading. 


SERVETUS AND CALVIN. 


An interesting contribution to bibliography and religious history 
has been made by Mr. David Cuthbertson in a work entitled 4 
Tragedy of the Reformation (Edinburgh, 1912: Messrs. Oliphant, 
Anderson & Ferrier; price 5s. net). Mr. Cuthbertson, who is sub- 
librarian of the Edinburgh University Library, records the history of 
the three copies known to be extant of one of the rarest of theological 
books, namely the CArtstianismi Restitutio or Restoration of Christianity, 
published in 1553. Servetus, the author of this book and two smaller 
books on the same subject, incurred the displeasure of Calvin and 
other of his theological contemporaries by attacking the orthodox 
doctrine of the Trinity. At the instance of Calvin Servetus was 
arrested in Geneva, was found guilty of heresy, and condemned to be 
“ burned alive” along with his books, until his body was reduced to 
ashes. Only three copies of the Christianismi Restitutio are known to 
survive ; one being in the National Library of Paris, one in the 
Imperial Library of Vienna, and another in the Edinburgh University 
Library. The copy in the Edinburgh University Library is imperfect ; 
the title-page is wanting, as well as the index of contents, and the first 
sixteen pages of the book. The book is a small quarto (7x5) bound 
in brown calf. It originally consisted of seven hundred and thirty-four 
printed pages, and a leaf of errata of fifteen lines. It is claimed for the 
copy in the Edinburgh University Library that “it is the rarest of all 
the three copies known,” and is said to have been “the one originally 
in the possession of the Reformer, John Calvin, himself, certain of the 
printed pages of which were used in the famous (or infamous) trial of 
the learned Servetus.” In the stead of the first sixteen pages of printed 
matter are written pages, in the handwriting of the sixteenth century, 
which correspond with the amount taken away. Mr. Cuthbertson has 
taken great pains in tracing the history of these remarkable books of 
Servetus. His work is illustrated with eight facsimiles, and should be 
of great interest to theological and bibliographical students. 


From Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton we have received a copy of 
Pardners, by Rex Beach (cheap edition, 1s. net). It consists of a 
number of pleasant and forcible stories of American diggers and others, 
mostly far north, and forms an eminently readable collection. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


oo 


The “ Proceedings of the Ontario Library Association, twelfth 
annual meeting, at the Public Library, Toronto, April 8-9, 1912,” form 
stimulating reading. Ontario is going ahead rapidly in the matter of 
library development, thanks largely to the co-operation of the Depart- 
ment of Education and the activity of Mr. Walter R. Nursey, the 
inspector of Public Libraries. ‘The papers printed in this volume are: 
‘Presidential address,” by Mr. Burpee; ‘ Report on the Ontario 
Library Summer School, 1911,” by Miss Dunham ; “ Classification of 
some recent books,” by Miss Poole ; “Classification of public docu- 
ments, pamphlets, and miscellaneous matter,” by Miss O’Meara ; 
‘Fines and charges for overdue, damaged and lost books,” by Miss 
Reid; “Subject headings for card catalogues,” by Miss Young ; 
“ Expansion of Dewey decimal system for Canada,” by Miss Barnstead ; 
“Our library situation,” by Mr. Nursey ; “‘The Library militant,” by 
Miss L. E. Stearns ; “‘ The Romance of early Canadian history,” by 
Dr. Sulte ; ‘‘ The Training and status of the librarian,” by Mr. Carson ; 
“* Library extension,” by Miss Stearns ; and “The Method by which a 
public librarian hears of books and orders books,” by Mr. Locke. 


Part II. of vol. XI. of the Ontario Library Association selected list 
of books, includes a list of “ Books of 1911 for boys and girls,” and a 
list of adult * Books of the first half of 1912.” 


Mr. Nursey’s Report upon Public Libraries, Literary and Scientific 
Institutions, etc., of the Province of Ontario for the year 1911, is a docu- 
ment of 110 pages, packed full of information, hints and results. It is 
certainly a bright and breezy production, and quite unlike the average 
official document. 


The third edition of the Zidrary Staff Manuai of the University 
of Michigan, just issued, contains a business-like summary of the 
organization and activities of the University Library. It is issued 
primarily for the guidance of the staff and student assistants, and for 
such members of the University as come into touch with the library in 
an official capacity and desire to know something of the processes 
through which a book must go before it reaches the shelves. 


The latest issue (May) of the Reader's Guide of the Hampstead 
Public Libraries is occupied by a “ Catalogue of music at the Central 
and Branch Libraries.” It is in two parts: (1) arranged according to 
composers, and (2) according to the kind of music. ‘lhe selection is 
distinctly above the average, and with a small expenditure might be 
made completely representative. It is weakest in the music of the early 
masters and in modern instrumental music. Early composers such as 
Palestrina, Corelli, Lully, and Pergolese, are necessary to any serious 
student of musical development, and should be represented. Then the 
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names of others who have been omitted, such as Merkel, Paganini, F. 
David, Cornelius, Abt, Arne, Molique, Cui, John Blow, Robert Franz, 
Christian Sinding, Goring Thomas, Hugo Wolf, and Vieuxtemps, come 
readily to mind. So far as modern music is concerned it is a little strange 
to find a number of minor song writers represented to the exclusion of 
composers like MacDowell, Bruneau, Debussy, Cesar Franck, Max 
Reger, F. Delius, Delibes, Holbrooke, Rimsky-Korsakow, Glazounow, 
Rachmaninoff, and Richard Strauss. We only point out these omissions 
because the list is already so good that it is worth improving. 


The University of Chicago has just issued an illustrated account of 
the beautiful new William Rainey Harper Memorial Library, opened in 
June last. The building and equipment has cost about $800,000, and 
there is a maintenance fund of over $200,000. The design, so far as 
the exterior is concerned, has been inspired by the examples of English 
Gothic architecture of the collegiate type to be found at Oxford and 
Cambridge, and the result is one of the finest college library buildings 
in existence. This souvenir contains many photographs and plans. 

The second part of A Fivdrost Kénytvdr Osstdlyozdsa (a translation 
of Dewey’s Decimal Classification into Hungarian) has just come to hand 
from the Budapest Municipal Library. It contains class o, 1 and 2 
(General works, Philosophy, and Religion), and an index. A table of 
differences between this edition and that of the Brussels Institute is 
included. 

The Bulawayo Public Library (16th Resort, 1911) reports very 
satisfactory increases in work all round. The report includes an address 
by the Rev. M. I. Cohen on “ Some aspects of Racialism” and a list 
of books on the subject. 

From the Office Central des Institutions Internationales, Bruxelles, 
we have received Musée International; Catalogue sommaire de la 
Section de Bibliographie et de Documentation, containing a brief 
illustrated account of the work of the Institut International de 
Bibliographie, etc. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION, 1g12. 


HE following candidates have passed in Sections 1 and 5 of the 
of the Professional Examination, 1912 :— 


Section 1.—LiTERARY History. 
Twenty Candidates entered, eleven passed. 
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Flonours. 
Miss Dorothy Ballen, British Library of Political Science, Clare 
Market, W.C. 
Merit. 
Miss Phyllis E. Dixon, Beechy House, Victoria Park, Manchester. 
Miss Ruby W. Hall, Finsbury Public Library, Clerkenwell, E.C. 
Pass. 
Miss Ruth Blackwell, Hullacey House, Tarlton, Cirencester. 
W. T. Carter, Public Library, Warwick. 
A. H. Gillgrass, Central Public Library, Hull. 
Edgar Osborne, Central Public Library, Bournemouth. 
A. H. Pennington, 18, Fountain Lane, Oldbury, Birmingham. 
F. W. C. Pepper, Public Library, Bolton. 
Charles Sexton, Reference Dept., Central Library, Cardiff. 
Henry A. Sharpe, Central Library, Fulham, S.W. 


Section 5.—Liprary History. 
Thirty-seven Candidates entered, twenty-four passed. 
Honours: nil. 


Merit. 
G. Clarke, Central Library, Sunderland. 
C. Nowell, Public Library, Ashton-under-Lyne. 
E. Okell, Central Library, Bolton. 

Pass. 
Public Libraries, East Ham. 
E. V. Arrundale, West Branch Library, Islington, N 
. Bennett, Central Public Library, Bournemouth. 
LP. Broadhurst, Branch Library, Reddish, Stockport. 

- Butchart, Public Library, Arbroath. 
iss A. C. Coatsworth, West Branch Library, Sunderland. 
iss M. L. Coatsworth, Central Library, Sunderland. 
. G. Corner, Central Public Library, Bournemouth. 
. L. Davison, Public Libraries, Bolton. 
iss E. Ellcock, Public Library, Luton. 
V. G. Fry, Central Public Library, Bournemouth. 
R. O. Gray, Public Library, Newcastle-upon- Tyne. 
Miss A. G. Honey, 52, Clonmel Road, Fulham, S.W. 
J. Kirk, Central Library, Bolton. 
Miss M. Lines, Public Library, Luton. 
E. J. Rees, Central Library, Cardiff. 
G. Slinger, Public Library, Bolton. 
Miss G. Tattersall, Public Library, Radcliffe. 
H. Tempest, The Atheneum, Liverpool. 
N. Treliving, Branch Library, Woodhouse Moor, Leeds. 
T. L. Yates, Public Library, Bolton. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


PROVISIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 
’ | ‘HE provisional arrangements for the thirty-fifth annual meeting 


of the Library Association, to be held at Liverpool during the 
week commencing on the 2nd of September, are as follows :— 


Monpay. 
5.0 p.m.—Meeting of Branch Associations. 6.0 p.m.—Meeting 
of International Committee. 7.0 p.m.—Council Meeting. 


Turspay. Morning Session. 

9.30 a.m.—President’s Address, by F. J. Leslie. Esq., F.R.G.S. ; 
Handbook descriptive of the Liverpool Libraries, to be presented to 
Members ; The Library Movement in Holland, by Miss N. Snoeck 
Hugronje ; Open Access—an experiment, by G. T. Shaw ; The Place 
of Bibliography in Primary, Secondary, and Higher Education, by 
Henry R. Tedder. 1.30 p.m.—Luncheon by invitation of Local 
Reception Committee. 

Afternoon Session. 

2.0 p.m.—Branch Public Library Buildings, by Frank P. Hill. 
Garden Party at Dingle Bank. 

Evening Session. 

7.0 p.m.—Civic Reception. 8.0 p.m.—Soiree in Library, Museum, 
and Walker Art Gallery. 


Wepnespay. Morning Session. 

9-30 a.m.—Current Serial Digests and Indexes of Pure and Applied 
Science, by E. Wyndham Hulme, B.A. and Dr. Charles Kinzbrunner ; 
Public Libraries and the Public, by W. E. Doubleday; The Cost of 
Education and its effect upon the Library Movement, by Ernest A. 
Savage; Lantern Lecture on American Libraries, by an American 
Visitor. 

Afternoon Session. 
2.30 p.m.—Visits to buildings and Atlantic Liners. 
Evening Session. 

7-0 p.m.—Annual Business Meeting. 8.30 p.m.—Bohemian 
Concert. 

TuHurspay. Morning Session. 

9.30 a.m.—Library of Congress Classification and Subject Index, 
by a Member of the Library of Congress Staff; The Superstition of 
the Bound Volume, by L. Stanley Jast; Lantern Lecture on Illuminated 
Manuscripts, by Cyril J. Davenport. 

Afternoon Session. 

2.30 p.m.—Drive to Branch Libraries. 5.0 p.m.—Tea at Town 
Hall, by invitation of the Lord Mayor (The Rt. Hon. the Earl of 
Derby). 
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Evening Session. 
7-30 p.m.—Association Dinner. 


FRIDAY. 


Excursion to Colwyn Bay, and then by Coach through Conway 
and the Sychnant Pass. Returning to Colwyn Bay by Penmaenmawr 
and the Coast. Tickets (including train, coach, and lunch), 7s. 6d. each. 


There will be an exhibit of Current Serial Digests and Indexes of 
Pure and Applied Science, arranged by E. Wyndham Hulme, B.A., 
and Dr. Charles Kinzbrunner. 


THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


N Wednesday, June 12th, the seventeenth Annual Meeting of the 
Library Assistants’ Association was held. The Annual Business 
Meeting was preceded by a visit to the House of Lords and its 

library in the afternoon. Despite the deluge of rain, some forty members 
and friends assembled in Westminster Hall at 2 p.m., where in the 
unavoidable absence of Mr. Edmund Gosse, Mr. Hugh Butler received 
them in hospitable fashion. Four sumptuously furnished rooms over- 
looking the Terrace and River are devoted to the housing of the books, 
which are arranged for the most part by size. The death-warrant of 
Charles I, with Cromwell’s signature provoked much interest as did 
also the gorgeously-bound catalogue ; this is an author-title catalogue 
with references from subject headings. Besides the library the visitors 
inspected the Throne Room, sat on the Woolsack—a proceeding which 
is amongst the prohibited things—and walked through the Royal 
Robing Room, with its pictures of scenes from Ze Morte d’ Arthur, and 
the Wellington Chamber. It was too wet to stay on the Terrace for any 
appreciable time, but umbrellas were in great evidence as the more 
adventurous of the party walked up and down for a few moments. This 
visit was terminated somewhat abruptly, as a genial guardian of the 
peace approached and asked the party to depart because “The House 
is now sitting, and ladies are not allowed here.” A miniature votes for 
women demonstration was threatened, but whispers of tea averted the 
danger ! 

At 5 p.m. the members re-assembled at University College, Gower 
Street, where they were hospitably entertained to light refreshments by 
Dr. T. Gregory Foster. The librarian, Mr. R. W. Chambers, and his 
staff conducted the visitors through the various departments of the 
library, and gave them a great bibliographical treat ; this consisted of a 
visit to the strong room wherein are stored many specimens of beautiful 
and rare books. At 6 p.m. Mr. Chambers took the chair in the 
Mocatta Library, and after welcoming the members of the Association, 
he called upon Mr. L. Stanley Jast to read a paper on “‘ Waste in the 
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Library Field.” In this paper, Mr. Jast pleaded for the establishment 
of a Central Cataloguing Bureau for Municipal Libraries which would 
serve to prevent some hundreds of librarians all over the country sitting 
down to catalogue the same book. He estimated that the total annual 
cost of this Bureau would not exceed £3,000 ; this sum would serve to 
purchase all the books which the Bureau would catalogue. Catalogue 
entries would be printed on cards and in slip form ; the entries would 
be annotated, and would bear the class-marks of the most important 
classification schemes. The sum needed annually for the upkeep of 
the Bureau should be raised by a subscription from the libraries, based 
upon the size and financial resources of the library. The paper was 
followed by some discussion. Votes of thanks to Mr. Jast, to the 
chairman, to Dr. Gregory Foster, and the staff were then passed and 
carried unanimously. The chairman then retired, and the Annual 
Business Meeting took place, at which short addresses were delivered 
by the retiring and new presidents (Messrs. W. C. Berwick Sayers and 
H. T. Coutts). 


The result of the Ballot for Officers and Council was as follows :— 


PRESIDENT: 
Henry T. Coutts, Islington. 
VICE-PRESIDENT : 
H. W. Checketts, Birmingham. 


HONORARY TREASURER: 
W. Geo. Chambers, Plumstead, Woolwich. 


HONORARY SECRETARY : 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, Croydon. 


FELLows: 


R. A. Peddie, St. Bride Institute... one ©6896 
Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute ... os 134 


Not Elected: 


Ewart W. Owen, Leamington ove «++ 100 
LONDON REPRESENTATIVES : NoN-LONDON REPRESENTATIVES : 
W. B. Thorne, Poplar’... 179 H. R. Purnell, Croydon ... 184 
Miss O. E. Clarke, Islington 166 G. W. Strother, Leeds”... 155 
J. D. Stewart, Islington ... 164 .E. Male, Brighton... +++ 150 
G.R.Bolton Sg et ga 152 H. G. Sureties, Hornsey ... 142 


J. D. Young, Greenwich ... 133 W. Morgan, Cardiff ace B89 
J. F. Hogg, Battersea... 119 J]. Ross, Liverpool... ocs ESS 
W. H. Parker, Hackney ... 114 T. Coulson, Belfast coe 233 
Miss M. Gilbert, Fulham... 110 J. C. Handby, Bradford ... 128 
D. S. Young, Chelsea... 106 H. Grindle, Birmingham... 117 
W. G. Hawkins, Fulham... 104 W. Wilson, Darlington ... 114 
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Not Elected : 
C. H. R. Peach, Gray’s Inn 96 | H. Steele, Leyton... -. 88 
R. F. Bullen, Poplar -» 95 | H. Woodbine, Birmingham 85 
H. R. Peters, Lewisham ... 94 H. G. Hayne, Hornsey ... 77 
R. Cooper, Battersea 89 | 
A. M. Moslin, Stepney ... 58 | 


The 3rd of July was marked by a pleasant excursion to Worthing ; 
unfortunately, there were but very few who took advantage of this 
opportunity of a few hours by the sea in the company of their confréres 
of the South Coast. A small party left Victoria at 12.25 p.m. and 
travelled to Brighton, where they were joined by several members of 
the Brighton staff, the whole party then proceeded to Worthing by 
motor-bus. Bathing, boating, pier-promenades, and some fitful 
photographing occupied the visitors until 5 p.m., when they assembled 
at the library and were welcomed by Miss Marian Frost and the 
members of the Worthing staff; every lady being presented with 
beautiful roses from the garden of the lady member of the Worthing 
Council. Miss Frost, with her customary hospitality, entertained the 
visitors to tea. The Mayor of Worthing and the chairman of the 
Library Committee were present at this function, and expressed the 
pleasure they felt in welcoming the members of the L.A.A. At the 
conclusion, Mr. Coutts moved that a hearty vote of thanks be 
accorded Miss Frost and her assistants for their kindly reception ; this 
was carried with acclamation. An inspection of the dainty and 
up-to-date library, the museum and art gallery was then made ; a last 
promenade by the sea took place and a very enjoyable meeting 
terminated. 


SCOTTISH LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


HE Scottish Library Association now has a membership of 106, 

and the report for 1911-12 records very satisfactory progress. 

There is a strong Council, consisting of the following 
gentlemen :— 

President: A, H. Millar, LL.D. ; Vice-President Hew Morrison, 
LL.D. ; Members of Council: Robert Adams; P. J. Anderson, M.A.., 
LL.B.; Francis ‘T. Barrett; David Duff; G. M. Fraser; John 
Macdonald ; George S. M’Nairn; John Minto, M.A.; G. W. Shirley, 
Robert Wilson ; fon. Treasurer: James Craigie, Sandeman Library, 
Perth; fon. Secretary: W. Munro Mackenzie, Public Library, 
Dunfermline. It is now considered that one general meeting annually 
does not provide sufficient opportunity for intercourse between the 
members or for sufficient discussion of the questions affecting library 
work, and that three meetings during the year in addition to the 
annual meeting will provide this desired opportunity. 


For STUDY AND RECREATION, 


Including— 
LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, 


and all other subjects. 
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SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES! — New at 25 per cent. discount. — Special Terms to Libraries. 
Catalogues Free. — State Wants. — Books sent on approval. 
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The LIBRARY WORLD 


A Medium of Intercommunication for Librarians. 
Established 1898. 
The New Volume commenced in July. 


The Subscription Rates are as follows :— 


I copy ... 7 0 

Special Rates 4 a: 23 O Post Paid to 
quoted for 5 28 0 
arge quantities es 33 O or 12 months 


By subscribing direct the punctual receipt of the magazine is assured 
Subscribers also receive the T1iTLE-PaGE AND INDEX to the volume without 
charge (price to non-subscribers 6d. net). 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM. 


To the Manager, The Library World, 
47, Hartham Road, LONDON, N. 


Please enter my name as a Subscriber to The Library World for 
Volume XV, July 1912—June 1913, and send. 


copy (ies) for which I enclose ,» to 


Name 


Address 


Cheques, Postal Orders, &c., should be made payable to The Library World. 
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Library Classification 
and Cataloguing 


By 
James Duff Brown, Borough Librarian, Islington 


pp. + xiii. Illustrated. Royal 8vo. Bound in cloth 


This modern text-book deals with classification from the 
standpoint of theory, its application to science and to 
books, and has a special chapter on the relations between 
classification and cataloguing and their resemblance 


By permission of the Library Association, the Anglo 
American Cataloguing Code is given in digest form, and 
facsimiles of some of the world’s best catalogues, bulletins, 
Xc., are also inserted, together with valuable notes and 
illustrations of the various mechanical methods of display 


Phere is also a valuable series of appendices giving the 
Latin and other names of printing centres, as well as 


bibliographies connected with the subjects generally 


This is the only complete hand-book now in’ existence 
and will be found useful by librarians, merchants and 
others who have to prepare Catalogues or to. classify 


other articles as well as books 


7s. 6d. post free 
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The NEW 
THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Commenced with July issue 


Arrangements have been made for ‘he contribeticn 
of important and interesting articles by representative 
librarians and library workefec The Library World 
will continue to be: the most, informative, interesting, 
independent and up-to-date: magazine dealing with ail 
phases of librarianship. The Subscription Rates are 
given on page i, and everyone wishing to keep ia 
touch with modern library work showld fill im” the 
subscription form and forward it to as 
The Manager, 
Library Word, 


47, Hartham nents: 
LONROOM, 
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A RECORD OF MODERN LIBRARIANSHIP. | 


Subscribers who wish to complete their sets of Ma 
THE LIBRARY WORLD 
(The Independent Library Magazine) _ 


should do so at once, as a number of the volumes are 
rapidly becoming out of print. The prices of several of @ 
the volumes will have to be still further raised immediately 


LIST OF VOLUMES. 
BOUND IN CLOTH. LETTERED IN GOLD. 


Bound. Unbound. 


Indexes bound in with all volumes. 


Vol. I. 1898-1899 Op. Op. 
» Ill. 1900-1901 (nearlyo.p.) 6/- 
1902-1903 6- 46 4 
1903-1904 6/- 4/6 
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The New Volume commences with July. 
Issued Monthly, 6d. net. 
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